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Purpose 
This parent-facing version explains how assessment, feedback, reporting and examinations are managed at RGSR. It is intended to help parents understand how progress is monitored, how feedback is used to support improvement, how results are reported, and how external qualifications are managed across Cambridge International, Pearson Edexcel and the International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP).
This document does not replace the full school policy, the RGSR Examinations Policy, or the official regulations of Cambridge International, Pearson Edexcel, the International Baccalaureate, or any other relevant awarding body. Where examination-board regulations apply, those regulations take precedence.
	Key area
	Parent summary

	Assessment
	Assessment is used to understand what students know, what they can do, and what they need to improve.

	Feedback
	Feedback explains strengths, areas for improvement, and the next steps needed to make progress.

	Reporting
	Formal reports are shared through the iSAMS Parent Portal according to the school reporting cycle.

	External qualifications
	External examinations and coursework follow the rules of the relevant awarding body: Cambridge International, Pearson Edexcel or IB.

	Inclusion
	Access arrangements must be evidence-based, reflect the student’s normal way of working, and comply with examination-board rules.



1. Assessment principles at RGSR
Assessment is integral to teaching and learning. It should be fair, purposeful, constructive and used to support student progress. Assessment information helps teachers identify strengths, gaps in knowledge, misconceptions, students requiring additional support, and students who need further stretch and challenge.
2. Why students are assessed
Assessment helps students understand where they are in their learning, where they need to go next, and how to improve. It also helps teachers adapt teaching, plan interventions, and provide appropriate support or challenge.




	Type of assessment
	What it means for parents

	Diagnostic assessment
	Used to understand starting points, prior attainment and possible learning needs. This may include baseline assessments, CAT4, GL Progress Tests, entry assessments, or other diagnostic information.

	Formative assessment
	Ongoing assessment during learning. It may include questioning, classwork, homework, short tasks, self-assessment, peer assessment and teacher feedback. Its main purpose is improvement.

	Summative assessment
	Assessment of learning at the end of a unit, topic, term or course. It may include tests, essays, practical tasks, projects, past-paper questions, mock examinations or end-of-year examinations.

	Assessment as learning
	Students reflect on their own work, understand success criteria, review feedback and identify their next steps.


3. Curriculum and examination pathways covered by this policy
RGSR assessment practices support students across internal school assessments and recognised external qualification pathways. Parents should note that assessment requirements vary according to year group, subject, course and awarding body.
	Pathway/awarding body
	How assessment is managed

	Cambridge International
	Cambridge International qualifications are assessed according to Cambridge requirements. This may include external examinations and, where relevant, practical, coursework or speaking components. School-based assessments and mock examinations help monitor readiness for final external examinations.

	Pearson Edexcel
	Pearson Edexcel International GCSE or other Edexcel courses are assessed according to Pearson Edexcel specifications and examination-board regulations. Internal assessments, modular assessments where applicable, and mock examinations are used to support preparation and progress tracking.

	IBCP
	The International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme combines DP subjects, the CP core and career-related studies. Assessment must follow IB requirements and provider expectations for career-related study components.

	Internal RGSR assessments
	Internal assessments are used to support teaching, learning, reporting and intervention. They do not replace external examination-board requirements.


4. Cambridge International and Pearson Edexcel assessment
For Cambridge International and Pearson Edexcel courses, assessment is linked to the relevant syllabus, specification and examination-board standards. In examination years, students are expected to become increasingly familiar with official mark schemes, command words, assessment objectives and past-paper expectations.
Internal assessments may include end-of-unit tests, extended writing, practical tasks, coursework-style tasks, skills-based assessments and past-paper practice.
Mock examinations are used to help estimate readiness for external examinations and identify areas requiring revision or intervention.
External examination entry is subject to school procedures, student readiness, course requirements and awarding-body regulations.
Where a subject has tiered entry or different routes, the school will consider attainment evidence, teacher judgement and examination-board rules before advising parents.
External examination fees, registration procedures, required documents and deadlines are communicated separately through the relevant school channels.
5. IBCP assessment
The IBCP has specific assessment requirements. Students taking IB Diploma Programme (DP) subjects as part of the IBCP are assessed according to official IB subject guides and assessment criteria. The CP core and career-related studies are also assessed through specified components, evidence and completion requirements.
	IBCP area
	Parent-facing explanation

	DP subjects within the IBCP
	DP subjects are assessed according to IB criteria and subject guides. Assessment may include externally marked examinations, internally assessed work, coursework or other IB-required components. Teachers use IB criteria and grade descriptors to support accurate assessment and predicted grades.

	Internal assessment and moderation
	Where IB internal assessment is required, student work must follow IB rules, including word limits, subject requirements, academic integrity expectations and submission deadlines. Samples may be moderated according to IB procedures.

	Predicted grades
	Predicted grades are based on evidence of student performance and IB standards. They are entered according to IB deadlines and procedures.

	CP core
	The CP core includes components such as the Reflective Project, Personal and Professional Skills, Language and Cultural Studies, and Community Engagement. Completion of required CP core components is necessary for the CP award.

	Career-related studies
	Career-related studies are not assessed by the IB in the same way as DP subjects. The school and relevant provider confirm whether students have completed the required components successfully.

	Academic honesty
	All IB work must comply with academic integrity expectations. Suspected malpractice is managed according to school and IB procedures.




6. Career-related studies: SUMAS and WAoS
Within the IBCP, RGSR may use career-related study providers such as SUMAS and WAoS, depending on the programme pathway. Assessment structures, deadlines and evidence requirements are shared with students and parents through the relevant school systems.
	Provider/component
	Assessment information for parents

	SUMAS
	SUMAS assessment includes foundation course elements and applied components. Evidence may include written reports, online quizzes, innovation showcases, reflective essays, project work, client presentations and engagement records.

	WAoS International Sport Management
	WAoS assessment may include quizzes, a written report and an interactive oral presentation or discussion. Exact assessment windows are communicated through the school assessment calendar and relevant course platforms.

	Submission and feedback
	Submissions may be made through Teams, provider platforms or other agreed systems. Marks and completion information are shared with the IBCP Coordinator and recorded according to school procedures.

	Access arrangements and academic honesty
	Approved access arrangements apply where relevant and must reflect the student’s normal way of working. All work must comply with academic honesty expectations.


7. Feedback: what parents can expect
Feedback at RGSR is designed to help students understand what they have done well, what needs to improve, and what they should do next. Feedback may be written, oral, digital, peer-based, self-reflective or rubric-based.
Feedback should be specific, constructive and linked to learning objectives, success criteria or examination-board standards.
Students may be expected to correct, redraft, improve or reflect on work after receiving feedback.
In Years 7-9, feedback is mainly formative; marks are normally shared for summative tasks.
In Years 10-13, feedback becomes increasingly linked to IGCSE, A Level, IB or other external course requirements.
For IBCP and IB DP subjects, feedback must remain consistent with IB rules, particularly where work contributes to formal assessment.
8. Marking and student response
Students are expected to engage actively with feedback. Parents can support this by discussing feedback with their child and asking what action they will take to improve. RGSR may use marking conventions such as teacher feedback in red, student improvement work in purple, and literacy codes for spelling, grammar, punctuation or paragraphing, where appropriate.
9. Internal, mock and external examinations
	Year group/course
	Typical assessment or examination pattern

	Years 7-9
	End-of-year examinations normally take place in English, Mathematics and Science. Other subjects use internal assessment evidence according to the school reporting structure.

	Year 10
	End-of-year examinations take place in IGCSE subjects. Year 10 may also complete a Mathematics mock examination and, where applicable, external Mathematics examinations.

	Years 11-13
	Students complete external examinations according to Cambridge International, Pearson Edexcel, IB or other relevant awarding-body requirements. Mock examinations are normally held in January.

	IBCP students
	Students follow assessment requirements for DP subjects, CP core components and career-related studies. Some assessment is externally examined or externally moderated; other elements are internally assessed or provider assessed.



The scope for internal examinations is normally shared with students approximately one month before the examination period. External examinations are administered in line with the school Examinations Policy and the requirements of the relevant awarding body.
10. External examination entry and readiness
External examination entry decisions are based on course requirements, student readiness, attainment evidence, teacher judgement and awarding-body regulations. The school will advise parents on the most appropriate examination entry route based on evidence of student readiness, course requirements, teacher judgement and awarding-body regulations, including where a student may not yet be ready for a particular external route and where alternative arrangements may apply. 
For Science and Mathematics courses with Core and Extended routes, school recommendations may consider whether a student is best suited to Core, Extended or an alternative entry route.
For subjects without a Core option, the school may recommend external entry only where attainment evidence indicates suitable readiness.
Where school entry is not recommended, parents may be advised about private candidate options, where available and appropriate.
Examination-board fees are subject to change and are communicated separately by the school.


11. Reporting to parents
Formal reports are shared with parents through the iSAMS Parent Portal. Reports may include attainment grades, percentages, progress information, effort or engagement indicators, and/or written comments, depending on the reporting cycle and year group.
	Year group
	Reporting summary

	Years 7-9
	Reports are normally issued at the end of each term. English, Mathematics and Science include end-of-year examination information. Other subjects use termly assessment evidence according to the school weighting model.

	Year 10
	Reports include termly assessment information and, in Term 3, end-of-year examination information for IGCSE subjects.

	Years 11-13
	Reports include termly data, mock examination data where relevant, and information linked to external examination preparation.

	IBCP
	Reports reflect school assessment evidence, DP subject progress, CP core progress and career-related study requirements, where applicable.


12. How assessment contributes to reports
The balance between formative assessment, summative assessment, mock examinations and end-of-year examinations differs by year group and subject. This is to provide a fairer overall picture of progress rather than relying on one piece of work only.
	Year group
	General weighting principle

	Years 7-9 English, Mathematics and Science
	Termly formative and summative assessment contributes to progress information, with an end-of-year examination also contributing to the overall picture.

	Years 7-9 other subjects
	Assessment is based mainly on termly formative and summative evidence.

	Year 10
	Termly formative and summative evidence is combined with end-of-year examination performance.

	Years 11-13
	Term 1 and Term 2 evidence is combined with mock examination evidence where relevant. Final external examinations are governed by the relevant awarding body.



Note: Detailed assessment weightings are available upon request and are also shared with parents during relevant parent information sessions.
13. Returning marked test papers and scripts
Marked internal assessments may be returned to students to support review, reflection and improvement. Students should review marked work carefully when it is returned and raise any concerns promptly with the teacher during the review process.
Once a paper has been taken home, it is normally at the school’s discretion whether any later request for a marking review is considered.
Students must not alter answers, write on returned test papers inappropriately, or attempt to change work after marking.
Parents and students are expected to maintain the confidentiality of assessment papers, particularly where papers may still be used with other groups.
14. Access arrangements, inclusion, SEND and EAL
RGSR recognises that some students may require access arrangements because of a long-term disability, illness, learning difficulty or other recognised barrier to assessment. Access arrangements must reflect the student’s normal way of working and must be supported by appropriate evidence.
Access arrangements are not designed to give a student an unfair advantage.
Evidence may be required from a suitably qualified professional, such as a medical professional, educational psychologist, clinical psychologist, occupational psychologist or appropriately qualified specialist teacher.
Evidence normally needs to be recent, relevant, signed, dated and written in English or officially translated.
English as an Additional Language, by itself, is not normally sufficient reason for an external examination access arrangement.
For Cambridge International, Pearson Edexcel and IB assessments, the school must follow the relevant awarding-body access arrangement rules.
Students with SEND or EAL are supported through adaptive teaching, appropriate scaffolding, intervention pathways and reasonable adjustments where applicable.
15. Parent and student responsibilities
	Parents can support by
	Students are expected to

	Reviewing reports carefully and discussing next steps with their child.
	Attend assessments and examinations punctually and with the correct equipment.

	Encouraging students to act on feedback rather than focusing only on marks.
	Engage seriously with feedback, corrections, redrafting and revision.

	Informing the school early about significant medical, personal or learning circumstances.
	Maintain academic honesty and submit work on time.

	Maintaining confidentiality of returned assessment materials.
	Raise marking queries promptly and appropriately during the review process.

	Supporting regular revision, homework completion and organisation.
	Follow examination rules and awarding-body requirements.



16. Communication with school
Where parents have questions about assessment, feedback, reporting or examination entry, the first point of contact is normally the subject teacher or form tutor, depending on the nature of the query. More complex academic matters may be referred to the Head of Department, Head of Year, Assistant Head, IB Coordinator, Examinations Officer or Senior Leadership Team as appropriate.
17. Parent quick-reference summary
	Question
	Answer

	Will my child receive feedback?
	Yes. Feedback may be written, verbal, digital, peer-based or self-reflective. It should help the student improve.

	Are all assessments formal tests?
	No. Assessment includes diagnostic, formative, summative and reflective activities.

	Are Cambridge, Edexcel and IB assessed in the same way?
	No. Each awarding body has its own rules, criteria and external assessment requirements.

	Does the IBCP include more than examinations?
	Yes. IBCP includes DP subjects, CP core components and career-related studies, each with specific requirements.

	Can access arrangements be requested?
	Yes, where there is appropriate evidence, and the arrangement reflects the student’s normal way of working and awarding-body rules.

	Where are reports shared?
	Reports are shared through the iSAMS Parent Portal.



Note: This policy is reviewed annually to ensure it remains accurate, relevant and aligned with school practice, awarding-body requirements and any IB programme developments.
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